FBPVWN

Federation of Business & Professional Women Nepal

FBPWN Newsletter

December 2011

Volume 7

The issue is dedicated to the Founder Member Dr. Prof. Miss Shashi Maya Shrestha

Words of The President

»- iﬂ. |

Dear Members

We are now in the year 2012. The last
year has passed and it seems it went too
fast. Many things happened and it was a
year with great achievement and as well
as SOITOwW.

We lost our dear friend and founder
member Dr. Shashi Maya Shrestha. Many
members lost their dear ones.

Our achievement was, we won the best
award at the BPW International Congress
in Helsinki. We feel proud that the effort
and dedication devoted on poverty
reduction by socio-economic efforts were
recognized. This has given all of us the
zeal to go further on to work for those
women who are less fortunate than us.

We had visitors from different
countries, our partners and donors like
Leger Foundation, Canada and consultants
from AIDOS to our BSC Project and
members of BPW International of different
countries. We are also grateful to the
European Union that they have taken
interest on women development issues.

Excellence Award, First
Place Confer to BPW

Nepal

The XXVII Congress of International Federation
of Business & Professional Women [IFBPW] was
held in June this year in Helsinki, Finland. The
BPW Nepal President Mrs. Ambica Shrestha was
the only Nepali member who could participate
in the Congress. During the occasion, she, on
behalf of BPW Nepal received “Award Excellent
Award First Place” for Poverty Reduction and
Women Empowerment through Life Skill

Training and Micro Credits Exercise”.

We do hope that we will be able to continue
working with their help.

I do hope that Leger too will be able
to continue working with us and helping
us.

Friends, I wish all of you the best
Health, Happiness and Success in whatever
you do and are doing. Work well without
selfish motives and you will succeed.
Always look at the bright side of things
even when there is darkness all around
you. Surely, you will get through to the
light.

My best wishes to you all.

Long live BPW!

Ambica Shrestha
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Visits of International Delegates

Mr. Norman Maclsaac, Executive
Director of Legar Foundation and
Ms. Nadira Mallik of Leger
Foundation visited FBPWN to review
the on-going projects during 3-9
March 2011.

Ms. Alison Robey of Canadian
International Development
Organization (CIDA) has visited the
FBPWN office and its project areas
in Patan on March 9, 2011.

In November 2011 [7 - 9] a team
from Leger Foundation headed by the
Spokesperson Ms. Marie Demise
Peletier, International Program
Assistance Ms. Luise Leblanc and
Mr. Jone Peletier visited BPW Nepal.
On 7™ Mrs. Ambica Shrestha briefed
about the BPW movement in Nepal
and the on-going Poverty Reduction
Project supported by the Leger
Foundation and on-going EU funded
BSC Project activities was also
briefed by BSC Project Director Ms.

Geeta Shrestha. The team visited
PRSEA Project sites in Shaibhu,
Thecho on 8™ November and Chapali
Bhadrakali VDCs on 9® November.

A team of two Spainish TV
Journalists visited BPW Nepal and its
projects in December 15-17, 2011
under their project named “Ambica’s
Projects in Nepal”. The Qatar
Airways has sponsored their flight.
The Team visited Balaju Child Day
Care Centre in Balaju Industrial
District and Balambu VDC, the
“Mushroom Village” projects under
Kathmandu Chapter, and Thecho,
Shainbhu and Godamchour VDCs
under Patan Chapter. The team
visited BPW Polytechnic Center and
the Business Service Center as well.
The documentary on BPW Nepal
activities will be aired worldwide
through Spainish TV Channels. The
team was escorted by Mrs. Ambica
Shrestha, President and Vice

Presidents Mrs. Kamalesh
Rajbhandari and Sarju Baba Shrestha
along with Kathmandu Chapter
President Ms. Laxmi Keshari
Manandhar and a field staff from
Patan Chapter.

Under BSC Project, Ms. Daniela
Colombus, President and Ms.
Maralina, Accounting Expert of
AIDOs Italy, visited Nepal on 1% May
2011 for 8 days to coordinate BSC
project activities. The Executive
Committee had a joint meeting on 5®
May 2011, with Ms. Daneila, IPM
Ms. Gabrialla Cocco, NPA Dr. Bina
Pradhan and Project Director Mrs.
Geeta Shrestha.

Ms. Valentina visited BPW office in
connection to BSC Project
monitoring/evaluation and had
debriefing session with BPW
Executive Committee on 27%
November.

Ambassadors'
Visit

i]

ii]

His Excellency, Ambassador Mr. John
Tucknott of United Kingdom along
with the representative of DFID Ms.
Sarah Sanyahumbi and field staff
visited BPW Biratnagar Chapter. With
this visit, DFID through their working
NGO supported to build 19 toilet sheds
and distribute 12 piglets to the women
group and instructed them to give one
piglet of the first litter to another
woman in the group. In this way each
women in the group will have piglet
and generate income from pig raising.

His Excellency, the Ambassador of
USA, Mr. Scott H. Delisi and Madam
Delisi accompanied by the Political &
Economic Officer visited the BPW's
PRSEA sites in Tankisinwari VDC,
Biratnagar in March. During the visit
an interaction program was held with
the women beneficiaries.

Briefing of BPW Nepal activities to Ms. Alison Robey, CIDA by the President

Truth and Ahimsa will never be destroyed ! - Gandhi
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Events/Seminars

1. Ms. Sakiko Miyajato, an intern student
from Okinawa, Japan has successfully
accomplished her six month training
with BSC project in FBPWN. She
worked at Kakani Project site. On 7%
March she presented her findings and
lessons learned as an university intern
and returned homeland on 9" March.

. On the occasion of 100" International
Labour Women Day 2011, an
interaction program was held on 11%
March at Buddhanagar. Mrs. A.
Shrestha chaired the program and Mrs.
Kamalesh L. Rajbhandary 1% Vice
President welcomed the participants.
General Secretary Miss M. Karanjit
highlighted on the National Theme -
Equal Access of Women to Citizenship
Right. Then a sharing session was held
on hardship of getting citizenship in
mother’s name. During the sharing
session Ms. Laxmi K. Manandhar
raised issues on stagnated women
literacy rate in Nepal. Women’s
literacy rate should also be raised at
50/50 ratio. So there is an urgent need
to persuade an equal enrollment of
sons and daughters in the schools.

Incorporate efforts like
linking literacy with
education, life skill and
non-traditional
vocational training which
can help to bring women |
into mainstream of
development process of
the country. There is
legal provision of
issuance of passport or
citizenship in the
mother’s name but the
reality is unbelievably
different due to traditional mind sets
of the bureaucratic system.

. The Candle Light Ceremony was also

held on the same occasion. Mrs. A.
Shrestha read out the International
President’s message and led the Prayer
of the Candle Lighting followed by
Lighting the Candles.

The program was conducted by Mrs.
S. Sharma, Treasurer. She shed the
lights on critical importance of unity
and friendship of women worldwide.
For the first time, the Chapters

A moment of Candle Lighting Ceremony in BPW Nepal

outside the Kathmandu Valley also
celebrated the day as BPW Unity Day.

. Ms. Erica Stillo, Asia Coordinator of

Leger Foundation visited Nepal for
November 13- 19. During the period,
a training workshop was conducted on
Result Based Management Reporting
by her. The workshop was
participated by Reproductive Health
Network [RHN] Siraha, Saptari and
BPW Nepal Chapters - Thimi,
Birgunj, Biratnagar, Kathmandu,
Banepa, Patan and the Central
Committee of BPW Nepal.

Participations in National/International Events:

1. President Mrs. A. Shrestha
participated in the XX VII Congress of
BPW International held in Helsinki,
Finland in June this year. She received
the BPW Power to Make a Difference
through ACTION 2011: Winner of
Excellent Award, First Place in
Poverty Reduction and Micro Credit
Program for Empowerment of Women
in Nepal with a trophy on 20" June in
a Festive Gala Dinner Event of the
International Congress.

. The 1% Vice President Mrs. Kamalesh
Lata Rajbhandari and Treasurer Mrs.
Shanta Sharma attended the one day
Micro-Credit Product Mini-market
Fair organized by BPW Patan Chapter
on 5" February.

wafg wife enfi® &1 s@er sreeRT AThn
W T ¥ | ad 9g
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FROM THE MEMBERS' PEN
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Heartfelt Condolences:

We empathize on suddenly demise of... There are no goodbyes for us. Wherever
you all are, YOU will always be in our heart...

e Founder Member Dr. Prof. Miss Shashi Maya Bade Shrestha on 27" July. On the
13™ day of her passing away, a condolence meeting was held at BPW Nepal Premises
which was participated by other Founder Members, Mrs. Ambica Shrestha and

Dr. Kanti Giri.

President Mrs. A. Shrestha chaired the meeting. The Chapters

members from the Kathmandu, Patan, Thimi and Kavre, and the Executive Members/
staff of BPW Nepal attended the meeting. General Secretary Ms. M. Karanjit
presented Dr. Shashi’s contributions to the development of women and educational
sector in Nepal. The meeting observed one minute silence and later mass recitation
of the Sarbadurgati Parishodhan Dharini was taken place.

* Executive Member Mrs. Subarna Prajapati Maharjan’s father in-law Mr. Babu Kaji
Maharjan passed away on 7™ June 2011 and a condolence was given to the bereaved

family in Patan.
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Chapter's Activities

BPW Banepa:

Banepa Chapter had conducted a two
days Leadership training program in
Banepa Municipality Building in April
2011. The program was jointly organized
by BPW Banepa and Winner Nepal. 20
women from various walks of life had
benefitted. At present, BPW Banepa is
conducting 6 months Functional Literacy
program for marginalized women.

BPW Birgunj:

Birgunj Chapter celebrated its Silver
Jubilee Year this year by conducting
different new activity each month for
whole year. A Grand Silver Jubilee
Concluding Program was held on 10"
December under Chief Companionship of
Mrs. Ambica Shrestha, BPW Nepal
President who honored the Superintendent
of Nepal Police Mr. Ramesh Kharel, Sr.
Child Specialist Dr. A. Agrawal from
Parsa Hospital, Women Entrepreneur
Mrs. Madhu Rana for their contributions
as socially responsible Police Officer,
Doctor, Pioneering Woman Entrepreneur
in Parsa District respectively as
appreciations of women in Parsa.
Certificates and prizes were also
distributed to all the participants of the
yearlong activities. On the same occasion
Ms. M. Karanjit, General Secretary
briefed about the “White Ribbon” and
distributed the White Ribbons. On 10%
December is the concluding day of the 16
days campaign against Violence Against
Women [VAW] worldwide.

One of the participants came from
Maniyari VDC expressed her salutation
to those men from Canada who stood for
out rooting the VAW and initiated the
White Ribbon Program.

In May 2011 National President and
General Secretary visited the Birgunj
Chapter to evaluate the Chapter’s on-
going activities in two VDCs under
PRSEA Project. During the period an
interaction program was held on
institutional development, community

issues, socio-economic status of deprived
rural female youths/women, and issues of
social engineering of building conducive
environment for youth/women to do
something better for their own life, family
and the community in general.

BPW Biratnagar:

Since its inception in 1997, Biratnagar
Chapter is moving forward with the vision
of uplifting the under-privileged women
communities in Morang District through
business and professional women’s
voluntary services. A child day care center
“Bal Bikasha” is being operated since
1999 facilitating the mothers of the
children to work for bread earning. Those
children belong to poor families where
the parents could neither afford baby-sitter
nor could stay at home without any
earning work.

In April 2011 National President and
Treasurer visited the Chapter to inspect
and monitor the activities of the Chapter
and the PRSEAProject site in order to
review and evaluate the project activities.
During the period an interaction program
was held on 12" April on institutional
development and community issues like
socio-economic situation, low income
rural female youths and women.

BPW Kathmandu:

BPW Kathmandu has launched two
literacy programs

Training for women in two different
VDCs. 17 numbers of women benefitted
from a four-day candle making training
conducted in Ichangu Narayan VDC in
April and thus they got skilled on candle
making. Three days food preservation
[making Jam/Jelly] training was also
conducted in June targeting female young/
women of Kirtipur areas. Altogether 14
unemployed women are utilizing their skill
on income generating activities in home
based enterprises.

BPW Patan:

The Chapter organized one day mini
market at Saugal Tole, Patan with the help
of the Cottage & Small Scale Industries,
Lalitpur and other sponsors/well wishers
on 5" February. The event was to create
a platform for buyers/producers under
micro credit program. The participants
were from Dalchoki, Bhattedanda,
Kwaklyang, Boharatar, Dandagaun,
Thecho, Sainbu, Khokhana, Chapagaun,
and few urban women. Almost 2000
peoples visited the 50 stalls of micro-
entrepreneur women’s products.
Participating women were happy on
selling all their products which was not
expected by them.

BPW Pokhara:

The Chapter this year has celebrated
its 26™ Anniversary of Estabishment in
August with chief companionship of the

targeting women in
Chalnakhel VDC
from March and in
Bishnu Devi VDCs
from April.
Duration of both the
literacy classes was
for five months.
Altogether 48
women got
benefitted from the
activities. The
Kathmandu Chapter
has conducted two
types of Skill

Computer Training Course in Pokhara.
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National President Mrs. A Shrestha. The
Chapter is continuously conducting
computer training courses focusing the
female youths with support of the BPW
Germany. At present the Chapter is
conducting mobile computer classes
simultaneously in four different places
starting from September. Altogether 80
youths/housewives are benefitted from the
training having exposure to use
information technology at local level. The
mobile computer training program has
been supported by Pokhara Sub-metro-
municipality, College of Education,
Senior Secondary School and Ward No.
10 Area development Committee.

BPW Rajbiraj:

The Chapter has implemented two
basic women Literacy Program from July
2010 to March 2011 and January to June
2011. The program has targeted to the
most vulnerable and disadvantaged rural
communities migrated to municipal and
Sankarpura VDC ward no. 1 and 6 13
km away from Rajbiraj municipality.
After literacy Rajbiraj launched a six
month tailoring course to the literacy
graduates from July 2010 to January 2011.

Ten indigenous and untouchable
community women now got skilled
enough to earn with the skill they have
learnt. The other life skill trainings were
also conducted from March to May 2011
in Tiladhi Bishariya, Boriya, Banaibiya
and Paharipur and that has benefitted 20
unemployed women.

On the occasion of International
Women’s Day, an interaction program
was held on Rights of the Madhesi Women
and New Constitution and two prominent
personalities in Saptari District - Advocate
Ms. Meena Dev and Ms. Aava Setu
Singh, Human Rights Activists were
honoured and sweets were distributed to
children in Atithi Child Welfare Center
as well.

BPW Ramechhap:

Since 2010 BPW Ramechhap is
providing teaching materials, teachers
training, building construction, volunteer
teachers management, mobilizing the
Child Right Protectors [CRPs] program
with support of Child Fund Japan.
Scholarship for disadvantaged children
through the sponsorships, child

development program, and community
development program are under
implementation. A School building
construction project under The Education
for Bright Future is on-going with the
support of Child Fund Japan since August
2009 for qualitative school education in
Ramechhap District. From May 2010 -
May 2011 with the support of Rural
Women Creative, Sindhupalchowk
District and Canadian Cooperation Office,
conducted the capacity building training
in strengthening the role of women, dalit,
Janajati and Adibasi on constitution
formulation, and strengthened the capacity
of district and area level networks which
are newly formed.

BPW Thimi:

The Chapter has implemented small
saving & credit program among
community women and has formed a
women’s cooperative. The Cooperative is
supporting in running small shops,
vending popcorns, and fresh vegetables.
The Chapter is conducting six months’
beauty care training for female youths who
are potential to run beauty parlor. The
Chapter is also coordinating the programs
launched by BSC.

Business Service
Center [BSC] Project

Business Service Center (BSC) Project is
a four years project (2008 - 2012) with
technical assistance of the Italian
Association for Women in Development
(AIDOS) and co-financed by the European
Union (EU). The aim of the project is to
enhance women’s active role in the labor
market through upgrading of existing
micro enterprise run by women into more
viable, self-sustainable and growth-
oriented businesses and through creation
of new ones. It has business orientation/
counseling/training/business development
and business health care support to women
led subsistence income generating
activities. It has five working areas via
Kathmandu, Patan, Bhaktapur, Kirtipur
and Nuwakot Districts and the Project is
going to end in April 2012. With this
project woman owned business enterprises
are emerging in the country with new hope
and success.
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Poverty Reduction Throught Socio-Econimic Activities
(PRSEA) Project

The Leger Foundation, Canada
supported Poverty Reduction through
Socio-Economic Activities (PRSEA)
Project was implemented in the year 2011
as well. This one year project has specially
focused on the female youths who are
school dropout because of poverty and
ignorance of the significance of female
education, and also the disadvantaged
community women as well. The female
youths are trained in non-traditional skill
like repairing/maintenance of mobile
phone, bicycle, sewing machines etc.
Such electro-mechanical skill was given
to female youths for the first time in
Nepalese community of Tarai. The trained
youths are now running repair workshops
and vending service to the communities,
with this skill and urge they are earning
income and supporting their families.

The general community women are
also given trainings on basic functional
and advance literacy, social awareness and
life skills i.e. candle and incense sticks
making, dress making etc, The women
and female youths are trained in
organization management, micro saving/
credit practices and women's legal/
political rights, gender equity and social
inclusion, public health, water, sanitation
and environment. The women made
products are now available in local
markets in the city shops. The living
conditions of the target areas are
improving. The project was implemented
in four VDCs two each in Morang
[Tankisinwari and Hattimuda] and in
Parsa District [Maneyari and Bariabirta].
The Biratnagar and Birgunj Chapters of
BPW Nepal are coordinating the project.

Edited/ Managed ¢ Mangala Karanjit, General Secretary

Advised by + Ambica Shrestha, President
Kamalesh Lata Rajbhandary, 1st Vice President

Electronics training - Mobile Phone Repairing Course.

More than 2000 people are directly
benefitted from this project.

Felicitations and Best Wishes!

FBPWN felicities the National President
Mrs. Ambica Shrestha who is recognized
with the “WOMEN OF SUBSISTANCE’
in April 2011 by Rotary International
District 3291, Nepal on the occasion of
the 3  District Conference
“SANKALPA” and to Ms.
Sabita Maharjan, beneficiary of BSC
Project activities and owner of Kirtipur
Hosiery [“K”] for receiving FIRST
SURYA NEPAL AASHA SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AWARD 2011.
She is one of the five others women who
received the award.

Annual General Meeting
Annual General Meeting [AGM] was held
on 15" September 2011 according to the
Constitution. The AGM unanimously
decided to confer First Honorary
Membership of BPW Nepal to Dr. Prof.
Beena Pradhan.
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